
ANNA JOSSE, from Prism 
the Gift Fund, talks to Lark 
about hassle free giving.

In this day and age, the lack of hours 
in the day combined with ever-
evolving layers of bureaucracy see 
even the best of intentions falling by 
the wayside. The ability to donate 
tax effectively is being shrouded by 
changes in regulation, form-filling, 
and lack of clear information. Though 
limited disposable income has been 
blamed for the decline in donations, 
there are many who have the means 
and the will to give, but are missing the 
vital final steps to making it happen.

 “Prism the Gift Fund (PtGF) helps cut through the 
bureaucracy of tax effective giving, and provides 
the opportunity for those who want to donate a 
simple range of options for doing so. Our focus 
this year is very much on  encouraging share-
giving, a widely untapped resource for making a 
substantial donation,” says Anna Josse, who 
founded Prism the Gift Fund in 2004.

Increasing proportions of bonuses are given 
in shares rather than cash, and gifting the 
profits of those shares while selling them 
to a charity at cost price is an incredibly 
efficient means by which to donate. 

“For example, you purchased shares at a 
value of £30,000. Those shares have increased 
in value over time to £100,000.  Prism the 
Gift Fund (PtGF) can purchase your shares 
at the original cost price - £30,000 – and 
you can gift £70,000 (the gain) in return.”

“As a 45% tax payer, you would be eligible 
to claim £31,500 back on your donation of 
£70,000, which, coupled with the £30,000 cost 
price paid for by PtGF means that you receive 
£61,500, while simultaneously creating a 
charitable pot worth £70,000.” Anna explains.

This seems like a complex tax incentive, but the 
opportunity cost of using this method of share 

giving is remarkably low, with the added benefit 
of substantial philanthropy in the process. In 
fact, taking into account 28% Capital Gains Tax 
on the sale of those shares, the opportunity 
cost of your £70,000 philanthropic gift over 
selling the shares on the markets is £18,900.

As well as gifting shares, Gift Aid provides an 
opportunity for those eligible to claim tax relief. “If 

you donate through Gift Aid, the charity receives an extra 25% 
from the government. Higher rate tax payers may be eligible 

to claim the 25% difference between the basic rate of tax and 
the higher rate of tax off the grossed Gift Aided donation. For 

example, on a donation of £100,000, the charity will receive 
£125,000, and the donor can claim £31,250 from HMRC.”

Though the tax system is geared to incentivise donations, 
it is shrouded in mystery for many prospective donors. 

“For those looking to donate over £10,000, 
creating a Donor Advised Fund is a 

simple way to find peace of mind in your 
generosity, and feel secure in the knowledge 

that you are getting all of the relief you 
are eligible to receive.” Anna adds.

Prism the Gift Fund’s Donor Advised Fund 
allows individuals to donate at will to any 
charity worldwide. All of the Gift Aid and 

administration is provided for a one-off 
fee. All clients receive a bespoke service, 

quarterly “Giving Statements” and a clear 
statement of donations at the end of each tax 

year. This removes any need for donors to keep 
comprehensive records of their giving, and allows 
freedom to onward gift to any charity worldwide.

“Prism the Gift Fund offers a solution for time 
poor individuals who are unsure how best to go 

about giving tax effectively.” Anna concludes.

For further information on Prism the Gift 
Fund’s Donor Advised Fund, or other services 

offered, please contact Anna Josse on 020 7486 
7760, or at anna@prismthegiftfund.co.uk.

GENEROUS 
INTENTIONS AND 
hASSLE-FREE GIvING


